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6.0 Signage 
 

 
6.1 General Provisions 
(a) Where this section is inconsistent with the regulations respecting advertising signs on or near public 

highways made or administered by the Province of Nova Scotia Department of Highways, the more 
restrictive regulations shall apply. 

 
(b) Unless otherwise indicated in this section, no sign shall be erected without first obtaining a 

development permit from the Development Officer and no such permit shall be issued unless all the 
provisions of this Bylaw are satisfied. 

 
 
6.2 Maintenance 
(a) Every sign shall be kept in good repair and working order. 

 
(b) Every sign and all parts thereof, including framework, supports, background, anchors and wiring 

systems shall be constructed and maintained in compliance with the building, electrical, and fire 
prevention Bylaws. 

 
(c) If the business, service or other enterprise for which a sign is erected is no longer in operation the 

sign shall be removed, by the owner, within 60 days of the date the operations cease. Removal of 
a sign includes the support structure or apparatus to which it is attached. 

 
(d) Subsection (c) shall not apply to a seasonal enterprise that normally closes during part of the year. 

 
 
6.3 Signs Permitted in all Zones 
The following signs are permitted in all zones and no development permit is required for their erection: 

 

(a) Signs not more than 0.2 m2 in sign area, showing the civic number of a building; 
 

(b) signs of not more than 0.2 m2 in sign area, showing the name of a resident or an occupier; 
 

(c) "No trespassing" signs or other signs regulating the use of a lot, and of not more than 0.2 m2 in sign 
area, unless otherwise directed by a public authority; 

 

(d) real estate signs not exceeding 0.6 m2 in sign area in a residential zone and 1.5 m2 in other zones, 
which advertise the sale, rental or lease of the premises; 

 
(e) signs regulating or denoting on-premises traffic, or parking, or other signs denoting the direction or 

function of various parts of a building or premises, provided that such signs are less than 0.5 m2 in 
area; 

 
(f) signs erected by a governmental body, or under the direction of such a body, and bearing no 

commercial advertising, such as traffic signs, railroad crossing signs, safety signs, signs identifying 
public institutions or public election lists or other public notices; 

 
(g) memorial signs or tablets, and signs denoting the history of a site or structure provided that no such 

sign exceeds 0.5 m2 in area; 
 

(h) the flag, pennant or insignia of any nation, province or state or of any religious, charitable or 
fraternal organization; 
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(i) a sign having an area of not more than 10 m2  incidental to construction and within the area of such 
construction, and erected only during the period of construction; 

 
(j) a sign painted on a window; and, 

(k) election signs. 

 
6.4 Signs Prohibited in all Zones 
Except where permitted under conditions expressly set out in this section, the following signs are 
prohibited in all zones: 

 
(a) any sign or sign structure which constitutes a hazard to public safety or health; 

 
(b) signs which by reason of size, location, content, colouring or manner of illumination obstruct the 

vision of drivers or obstruct or detract from the visibility or effectiveness of any traffic sign or control 
device on public streets or roads; 

 
(c) any sign which obstructs free ingress to or egress from a fire escape door, window or other required 

exit way; 
 

(d) signs not erected by a public authority which make use of words such as "STOP", "LOOK", "ONE 
WAY", "DANGER", "YIELD", or any similar words, phrases, symbols, lights or characters in such 
manner as to interfere with, mislead, or confuse traffic along a public road; 

 
(e) signs on utility poles; 

 
(f) signs on a public lot or a public right-of-way unless erected by a governmental body, or unless 

specially permitted by Council, and except sandwich boards signs in the Downtown Zone; 
 

(g) signs painted on, attached to, or supported by a tree, stone, cliff or other natural object; 

(h) portable signs advertising a business not located on the same property as the said sign. 

 
6.5 Number of Signs 

 
(a) Notwithstanding anything else in this Bylaw, not more than 3 signs may be erected on any one lot 

at any one time. 
 

(b) A double-faced sign shall count as a single sign. 
 

(c) Signs listed in subsection 6.3 "Signs permitted in all Zones" shall not be counted in calculating the 
total. 

 
(d) Not more than 2 ground signs shall be permitted on any one lot except in the case of the Highway 

Commercial Zone where not more than 1 ground sign shall be permitted for each 15 m of frontage of 
the lot on which they are placed, but in no case shall the total number of signs on the lot exceed 3. 

 
(e) All facial signs on a building are counted as 1 sign. 
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(f) Not more than 1 projecting wall sign shall be permitted for each business premise. 
 

(g) A sign painted on or displayed within a window shall not be included in the calculation of the total 
number of signs on a premise. 

 
6.6 Signs in Residential Zones 
Unless otherwise specified in this Bylaw, signage in a Residential Zone shall be subject to the following 
requirements: 
(a) The maximum sign area shall be 0.2 m2 per side in the case of a two sided sign. 

 
(c) The maximum height of the sign shall be 1.5 m. 

 
(d) Facia signs shall not be located in excess of 3 m above the grade of the wall upon which it is 

affixed. 
 

(e) The sign shall be set back a minimum of 1 m from any lot line 
 
 
6.7 Off-site Signage 
A development permit may be issued for the use of a sign which displays a business or a use not located 
on the lot or premises subject to the following requirements: 

 
(a) An off-site sign counts towards the maximum number of signs permitted on the lot where the sign is 

located. 
 

(b) The proposed signage complies with all other applicable requirements of this Bylaw respecting 
signage. 

 
(c) The off-site sign is not a portable sign. 

 
 
6.8 Sponsorship Signage on Town Owned Recreational Lands 
Sponsorship signage on Town owned recreational lands shall be exempt from the provisions of this bylaw, 
and no development permit is required. All approvals for sponsorship signage on Town owned 
recreational lands shall be subject to relevant Town policies regarding such. 

 
6.9 Sandwich Board Signs 
In all zones except residential zones, sandwich board signs are permitted without a development permit 
provided that: 

 
(a) such signs do not exceed 0.92 m in length and 0.61 m in width; 

 
(b) the number of such signs shall not exceed 1per business premise; 

 
(c) the sign does not obstruct pedestrian or vehicular traffic along any publicly owned land such as a 

sidewalk or street right-of-way; and, 
 

(d) the sign does not occupy more than one third of the width of the available sidewalk. 
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6.10 Ground Signs 
(a) In the Highway Commercial Zone, a ground sign shall not exceed 25 m2 in sign area for each sign 

face. 
 

(b) In the Downtown Zone, a ground sign shall not exceed 10 m2 in sign area for each sign face. 
 

(c) No ground sign shall project over any public property or space including an public park, street, right- 
of-way, sidewalk, parking lot, loading space, or place of assembly. 

 
(d) All supporting apparatus of a ground sign shall have a minimum 2 m setback from any lot line. 

 
 
6.11 Projecting Wall Signs 
A projecting wall sign shall not: 

 

(a) exceed 3 m2 in sign area; 
 

(b) project more than 2 m from the wall upon which it is attached; 

(c) project over a corner sight triangle; 

(d) project above the eaves, parapet or roof line of a building; 

(e) be permitted to swing freely on its supports; 

(f) be less than 3 m off the ground at its lowest point; 
 

(g) notwithstanding clause 6.4 (f), a projecting wall sign may extend over a public right-of-way in the 
Downtown Zone, subject to the following requirements: 
(i) the sign or any portion of the sign structure shall not project into the right-of-way a distance 

greater than 2/3 the width of the sidewalk; and 
(ii) the sign requires a building permit issued in accordance with the Town of Amherst Building 

Bylaw. 
 
6.12 Facial Wall Signs 
Facial wall signs shall: 

 

(a)  not cover more than 0.6 m2 per lineal meter of the wall on which the sign is affixed; 

(b) not extend more than 0.3 m beyond the wall to which it is affixed; and 

(c) not extend more than 0.3 m above the top of the wall upon which it is located. 
 
6.13 Roof Signs 
Roof signs shall: 

(a) not cover more than 0.6 m2 per lineal metre of roof upon which the sign is affixed; 

(b) not extend more than 0.3 m beyond the roof to which it is affixed; and 
(c) not extent beyond the peak of the roof to which it is affixed. 
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6.14 Sign Standards in Core Area District 
Signage within a Downtown District shall conform to the following, and shall take precedence over any 
conflicting signage requirement of this Bylaw: 
a)   A sign board for commercial signage or awnings is required above the ground floor windows, and must 

be integrated into the architecture of the building. 
b) Signs on the top storey are permitted provided they are no greater than 0.3 sq m times the number of 

storeys (i.e. a 6 storey building can have 1.8 sq m sign). 
c) New Back-Lit or internally illuminated signs are not permitted in the Core Area District, except for 

backlight raised lettering only, where letters are greater than 200 mm high and no deeper than 150 
mm, and electronic signs subject to section 6.14 (i). 

d) Projecting signs are permitted and encouraged. Projecting signs can be no larger than 3 sq metres, 
and have a minimum clearance of 2.7 m above grade.  

e) Spot lights, gooseneck light fixtures and other decorative light fixtures are permitted and encouraged 
for illuminating signs. 

f) Directory signs no larger than 2.5 sq m in area are permitted. 
g) Other than sandwich board signs, portable, and free-standing reader board signs are not permitted. 
h) Signs that display a business, product, or use not located on the property or premises where the sign is 

located are not permitted; 
i) Electronic signs are permitted as part of a freestanding, facia, or canopy sign subject to the general 

provisions and the following standards: 
(i) the message duration shall not be less than 10 seconds; 
(ii) the message transition shall be instantaneous; 
(iii) message transition shall not involve any visible effects including but not limited to scrolling, fading, 

dissolving, intermittent or flashing light, or the illusion of such effects; 
(iv) the maximum brightness levels of the electronic sign shall be 5,000 nits during daytime and 500 nits 

at nighttime;      
(v) the sign shall use automatic dimming technology which automatically adjusts the sign copy’s 

brightness in direct correlation with ambient light conditions; 
(vi)  the sign shall not be illuminated between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. (Atlantic time) 

unless the business is open or in operation during those hours;  
(vii)  the sign shall be turned off in the case of a malfunction; and, 

(viii) in any case, no electronic sign in the Downtown Zone shall exceed 3 m2 (32 sqft) in area. 
  


